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This autumn edition of our newsletter brings a mixture
of happy and sad news.
We were all saddened to hear that our colleague and
friend, Rob Johnston, had died. For several years Rob was
consultant eye surgeon here in Gloucestershire but was
forced to retire a few months ago, despite his relatively
young age, as his health declined. He had many innovative
ideas and had been in regular contact with the Eye Therapy
Trust as he sought to improve and advance the standard
of eye care within this county. Our thoughts are particularly
with his wife and young family. He will also be greatly
missed by the hospital staff and one of his colleagues, Mr
John Ferris, has kindly put together a tribute to Rob which
are pleased to publish in this newsletter.
The good news to tell you is that the new Fairview Clinic
in Cheltenham General Hospital is now operational. This
state-of-the-art eye clinic is on the first floor of the hospital
and contains several items of specialist equipment which
were funded by the Eye Therapy Trust. Rob Johnston was
a driving force behind this project and he would have been
delighted to see the clinic in operation before he died. Our
charity also funded much of the cost of the clinic’s smart

new waiting room, on the wall of which is a plaque to
commemorate Rob’s drive and ambition which helped to
bring this project about.
Many people will want to make a donation in memory of
Rob and his family have nominated the Eye Therapy Trust
to receive and administer these donations. If you would like
to contribute to that fund we will be very pleased to accept
your cheque made payable to Gloucestershire Eye Therapy
Trust, but please make us aware that you are donating in
memory of Rob Johnston.
In the last few weeks we have said goodbye to our
administrator. Rachel Chitty had been with us for four years
and gave us tremendous support and service. We are very
sorry to see her leave and wish her well in the future. In her
place we have now appointed Gemma Edmondson who
brings experience of other charity work and new ideas of
her own, and we look forward to working with her. Best
wishes and good luck to both Rachel and Gemma.
As always thank you very much
to our friends and members
for your continued support for
our charity during 2016, and
we hope to see you all at our
forthcoming coffee morning on
Saturday 26 November (details
of which are included in this
newsletter).
Chairman, Steve Guilford

Invitation to Sister Fasey Coffee Morning
You are all invited to attend our annual
Dorothy Fasey coffee morning on Saturday
26th November 2016 from 10am-12 noon at
Emmanuel Church Hall.
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10.45am John Ferris will be demonstrating the
new and exciting Indirect Ophthalmoscope
Simulator. If anyone would like to try, please
speak with John or Gemma.
Donations of cakes and good quality prizes for
our wonderful raffle would be very welcome,
as always. Please let me know if you would
like me to come and collect.
This is our opportunity to thank our friends for
their loyal support over the years. We look
forward to seeing you there.

Get in touch - t: 07761 268010

We invite you to the Dorothy Fasey

Coffee Morning
Sat 26th November 10am - 12 noon
Donations of cakes and
good quality prizes
Please contact Gemma,
Administrator for further
information

e: admin@eyetherapy.org

w: www.eyetherapy.org

Fairview Clinic / Fundraising

Cheltenham General Hospital
celebrates the opening of the
new Fairview Clinic
This new state-of-the-art clinic is one the finest in the country and GETT
were delighted to assist not only with the provision of equipment (eg
Spectralis OCT etc) but also with the design and funding of the new
contemporary waiting room for patients (GETT provided over
£25,000 for the highest specification chairs, Karndean flooring,
original oil paintings of local scenes, and a TV for information
displays).
This new clinic is a joint venue between Novartis
Pharmaceuticals and Gloucestershire Hospitals. It is sited
on the first floor of the hospital’s East Block, conveniently
located above the ground floor Eye Clinic and below the
ophthalmic operating theatre.
Rob Johnston (Consultant Eye Surgeon), Lisa Collins
(Dept of Optometry and Orthoptics) and Judith Muir
(Matron) undertook the original layout work, and Sara
Morrissey took charge of leading the project. Rob was
determined to provide a much higher standard of design
and specification than would normally be the case for
NHS buildings, so he approached GETT for financial
support in order to achieve this.

impressed. To everyone’s delight Rob Johnston was
able to welcome the first patients into the clinic the
following week and since then about 7,000 patients
have been assessed and / or treated there.

In May the GETT Trustees viewed the completed project
before the first patients arrived and we were most

The official opening with staff, patients, GETT Trustees
and local dignitaries took place on 4th October 2016.

Offa’s Dyke Vintage Challenge £1022.50
On Saturday 20th August
2016 Leon Gardner-Collins,
Steve Chave, Paulo Barbeiro
and Angela Dale from the
Gloucestershire Diabetic
Retinopathy Screening Service
travelled up to Prestatyn to
begin the Offa’s Dyke Vintage
Challenge in order to raise
money for GETT. The rather
ambitious aim was to walk the
177 miles of Offa’s Dyke in 7
days, a physically difficult trek
with long days of walking and
using only basic equipment
and camping gear. They carried
heavy backpacks, hiked on rough
terrain, braved damp ground and
they all had to dig deep, both
physically and mentally, to push
forward. Fortunately, the weather
turned out to be ideal and they
saw some beautiful scenery
along the way.

They covered 97
gruelling miles
in 5 days, which
was quite enough
and an amazing
achievement and
they then returned
to Gloucestershire
to recover! Their
effort was a worthy
achievement
and they raised
a remarkable
£1022.50 for our
charity. We are very
grateful to the team,
their supporters and
sponsors, and we
would sincerely like
to thank all involved.
Well done!

Rob Johnston. A Tribute

It is with great sadness that
readers are informed of Rob
Johnston’s death on the 5th
September 2016, aged just 50
years. Rob was the son of a GP
and a Professor of Surgery, he
graduated from the University of
Bristol in 1989 and started his
long association with Cheltenham
in 1991, when he was appointed
to his first ophthalmology training
post, by Tim Hart and Nick Price.
After completing his registrar
training in London he undertook
Vitreo-retinal fellowships in
Melbourne and Moorfields, before
coming full circle to Cheltenham
in 2001, when he was was
appointed to a medical retina and
vitreoretinal consultant post.
Rob was a remarkable person on
many counts, not only was he a
brilliant surgeon, whose skill saved
the eyesight of literally thousands of
patients, but he also had the most
wonderful rapport with his patients
and the staff in the eye department.
He was caring, compassionate and
completely committed to looking
after his patients to the very best of
his ability.
Rob had enormous drive, energy
and creativity and it was these
characteristics that would make
him one of the most influential
ophthalmologists of his generation.
As a trainee in London he was
inspired by one of his consultants,
who had developed a rudimentary
method of measuring the outcomes
of cataract surgery. Rob’s simple
vision was to create a system that
would allow ophthalmologists to
record and analyse the results of
the treatments they provided for
their patients and in so doing to

improve the quality of patient care.
Together with his brother David they
founded Medisoft and from its humble
beginnings in the attic of their parents’
house in Leeds, Medisoft has evolved
into a company, which in May 2016
was awarded a Queens Innovation
award for Technology.
The Medisoft Electronic Patient
Record system is now used in over
150 hospitals in the UK and abroad
and has totally transformed the way
ophthalmologists work in these
hospitals. By collating information
from the Medisoft records in these
hospitals, Rob and his colleagues
have written over 40 scientific papers
on cataract surgery, treatment
of macular degeneration, retinal
detachment surgery and diabetic
retinopathy. Over the last 15 years
Rob has presented this work, to
great acclaim, at scientific meetings
all over the world. Although Rob
was unfailingly modest, he was
secretly rather proud of the editorial
a leading American Ophthalmologist
had written about a cataract surgery
paper of his. “The study by Johnston
… is as unassuming in its title as it is
revolutionary in its implications.”, the
title of the editorial simply read “Rule
Britannia!”
However, despite being a global
superstar Rob’s first priority was
always to the eye department
in Gloucestershire. When Rob
was first appointed there were 3
consultants with a special interest
in retinal problems. Over the last
14 years Rob was instrumental in
building a retinal team made up of 7
consultants, hospital optometrists and
nurse practitioners, which is widely
regarded as the best in the UK for
the treatment of conditions such as

macular degeneration and diabetic
retinopathy.
Rob had always been acutely
aware that the ophthalmology
outpatient facilities in Cheltenham
did not match the quality of care
being provided there and he made
it his mission to change this. The
transformation of the old Fairview
ward into the new state of the art
outpatient facility is testimony to
Rob’s vision, dogged determination
and refusal to take no for an answer.
Only Rob could have persuaded the
Pharma company Novartis to donate
£500,000 to this project to help get it
off the ground. Only Rob, with a little
help from his wife Alice, could have
convinced the GETT Trustees that
specially commissioned artworks,
lime green waiting room chairs and
wood effect flooring were essential
features of the new facility!
Although Rob’s health was failing,
he was able to be the guest of
honour at the opening of the clinic
in May and to unveil a plaque, which
he knew nothing about, marking
his enormous contribution to the
project.
Rob felt that the new clinic was a
perfect example of the very special
relationship the Ophthalmology
Department has with the
Gloucestershire Eye Therapy Trust
and he would I hope have approved
of our intention to work with the
GETT to raise funds in his memory
to develop the ground floor of the
outpatient clinic, to a similarly high
standard.
Rob has left the world of
ophthalmology and our department
with an enduring legacy, we were
incredibly fortunate to have known
him as a colleague and as a friend
and he will be very much missed.
Our thoughts at this time are very
much with his wife Alice, his three
boys Archie, Ollie and Angus and
his wider family, to whom he was so
devoted.
John Ferris
An event to celebrate Rob’s life
and his contribution to the world of
ophthalmology will be held at Dean
Close School in the Bacon Theatre,
on Saturday 28th January.

Please Support Us
Ways to Donate

Fundraising & Events

There are several ways you can
support us and raise vital funds
for equipment and research.
Here are a few examples, but
please contact us if you need
any more information, call us
today on: 07761 268010

In order to continue our valuable work, we need your support.
Without you we simply wouldn’t exist. There are several ways you
can help, and in doing so, you too can help preserve the vision of
the Gloucestershire community.

Gift Aid
Gift Aid is an easy and effective
way to maximise the value of your
donation to GETT. Your donations
could be worth an extra 25%
without it costing you more.

Donate online
Visit our web site,
www.eyetherapy.org
and click through to our
Virgin Money Giving Page.

By Post
To donate by post, please
make cheques payable
to Gloucestershire Eye
Therapy Trust and send to
the address below.

Fundraising
Throughout the year we run several events, such as coffee mornings, open
days at the hospital, awareness raising events etc, but as individuals you might
be able to help too. Organising an event is a great way to raise funds for the
equipment purchases and research we fund. If you are interested in planning
a fundraising event for GETT, it can be anything from a coffee morning, quiz
evening or charity dinner party, then we would love to hear from you.

Personal Sporting Challenges
We are also interested in finding individuals who might like to set themselves
a personal challenge, such as participation in a running or cycling event in
aid of GETT or something more extreme such as a trek or parachute jump.
We also have a link with Virgin
Money Giving on our website
www.eyetherapy.org so we
can support you with a
fundraising page.

Trustees

Become a Friend

President

By becoming a friend you will be joining
other people county wide raising money
for the Trust and you will receive:

Chairman
• Steven F. Guilford BSc (Hons)
MCOptom

Trustees
• Anne Cadbury OBE JP DL
• Doctor Andrew Crowther
MA BM Bch
• Elaine R. Day SRN
• Jacqueline E. Lane
• Professor Andrew I McNaught
MD FRCOphth
• Charles Hartley FRGS

Officers
• Hon. Solicitor John Clarke, Esq.
• Hon. Advisor
C.T. Hart Esq. FRCOphth
• Consultant Advisor
Mr R. Caesar

• A twice yearly newsletter.
• An invitation to special events such
as open days at the hospital to
meet staff and see the latest
equipment you have helped to buy.
• Invitations to fund raising days.
To become a friend the annual
subscription is £3 (minimum).
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• Sir Henry Elwes KCVO

Contact Address
Gemma Edmondson
Flat 3, 2 Lansdown Terrace
Cheltenham, Gloucestershire
GL50 2JT
Telephone: 07761 268010
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